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n the nineteenth century the Royal Navy had the largest fleet in the world

it projected Britain's authority abroad. The United States was expanding

westward intent on fulfilling its “Manifest Destiny” to occupy the Pacific coast
Conflict seemed inevitable

in the Pacific Northwest, Britain and the United States had struggled for

in 1846 the international boundary was set at the 49th parallel. How

between the mainland and Vancouver Island had never been accurate |

that whoever possessed San Juan Island controlled Haro Strait, the main passage
for shore batteries, it had significant strategic value, limiting the effectiveness
Pacific Squadron at Esquimalt

A series of incidents in 1859 saw local authorites place their troops on San Juan Island. Fortunately
senior officials did not want an escalation of hostilities, risking war between Great Britain and the
United States. While the British had naval superiority the United States had a formidable local army

It was decided that troops from both nations would be present but the dispute would be settled by

arbitration. In 1872 the German Kaiser William 1 awarded the island to the United States

Today visitors are welcome to visit both English and American
Camps in San Juan Island National Historic Park

Rear Admiral
Robert Lambert Baynes RN CB
imander of the Pacific Station
knew that British policy wa
ostly land war with the US,
emerging industrial power. Despite
Governor Douglas's bellicose stance
» have muttered
Tut, tut, no,no, ¢ damned fool
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DAILY SCHEDULE STARTS: JUNE 30 - SEPT 3
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